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The Magnificent Five

The Great 5 section presents film hits coming from five largest European filmmaking countries • The selection includes new films by Pedro Almodóvar and Andrea Arnold • Isabelle Huppert steals the show in the latest film by the director famous for Basic Instinct

Zagreb, 19 October 2016 – Along with a series of carefully selected films in the main competition, the upcoming Zagreb Film Festival, whose 14th edition takes place 12 to 20 November, features a number of films in side programmes. One of the longest and most popular sections, The Great 5, will this year again thrill both the refined cineastes and the broader audience. The cherry-picked film hits from five largest cinematic countries of the Old Continent (United Kingdom, Germany, France, Italy and Spain) include the coming attractions directed by some of the finest contemporary directors, like Andrea Arnold, Pedro Almodóvar and Paul Verhoeven, as well as a few surprises, genre experiments or weird and extraordinary narratives that sparked quite an interest on the European festival scene.

This year’s British torchbearer, director Andrea Arnold, is already a household name with the local audience who remember her films Fish Tank and Wuthering Heights. Her fourth feature, American Honey, is a drama-road movie combination and the winner of the Cannes jury award. The story about a group of forsaken adolescent dropouts travelling across Midwest, selling magazine subscriptions, is a fascinating and systematic insight into the unknown America. Outstanding and credible performances of the cast reflect the director’s specific shooting method: Arnold gathered a group of young men and women without acting experience on her journey across America and started making the film by inspiring them to bond and interact. Apart from the still anonymous young cast, the film stars Shia LaBeouf, accompanied by the magnificent original score.

Julieta, the latest piece by the most famous living Spanish director, Pedro Almodóvar, is an elegant and idiosyncratically Amodovarian tale of memories and motherhood, focusing on passion, loss and intrigue, as well as transformation. An adaptation of three intertwined stories by the Canadian Nobel Prize winner Alice Munro, this latest piece by the great director boasts an emotional and visual quality of his flagship films. The French cinema is coming with Elle, the current national Oscar candidate, directed by American director Paul Verhoeven. A dark and painful subject matter, a film about a successful manager attacked and raped in her own home by a masked man, this disturbing thriller is nevertheless seasoned with a dose of satirical humour. One of the most complex and most controversial films by the filmmaker who gave Hollywood its trademark blockbusters like RoboCop and Basic Instinct is his first film after a ten-year break. A typical plot about a victim and her attacker is turned into a cinematic ‘cat and mouse play’. The French diva Isabelle Huppert gave a staggering performance – many critics already predict her a possible Oscar winner.

[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the biggest surprises in this year’s Italian film production is a story of a – superhero! Based on the popular 1970s animated series Steel Jeeg, Gabriele Mainetti’s They Call Me Jeeg Robot creatively toys with the classic pattern and corny superhero formula films. Unlike the visually polished American counterparts, the Italian version of this genre present a superhero as a former petty criminal from the margins of society, and instead of the typical film spectacle, the supernatural elements are woven into a very realistic tale mirroring countless issues of the contemporary Italian society. The festival darling Fatih Akin, the German director of Turkish origin whose acclaimed work Head-On win the Golden Bear in Berlin in 2004, tells a story of two 14-year-olds who steal a car and set out on a life-changing journey across Germany. Tschick, based on the iconic and extremely popular namesake novel by Wolfgang Herrndorf, is a cinematic tribute to coming-of-age, taking the viewers on a journey all of us should experience.

The Great 5 section is organised in association with EUNIC network.



TRAILERS

American Honey - https://youtu.be/y1SpWZm1PLc
Julieta - https://youtu.be/ATcsHdyFVTE
Elle - https://youtu.be/H-iBBgcp7PY
They Call Me Jeeg Robot - https://youtu.be/PTREJN2NWSo
Tschick - https://youtu.be/6vQRfMUlkjs



Ured za odnose s javnošću Zagreb Film Festivala
Petra Hofbauer, voditeljica ureda
petra@zagrebfilmfestival.com, +385 (0)91 517 4220
Jelena Pašić, voditeljica Press službe
jelena@zagrebfilmfestival.com, +385 (0)98 9722 903

image1.jpeg
AR




