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Croatian Premieres of Quit Staring at My Plate by Hana Jušić and Sieranevada by Cristi Puiu at 14th ZFF
ZFF is also introducing a new award for returning authors, Golden Bicycle, and in November, Eastern European comedies and selected world ‘mockumentaries’ will make the audience laugh

[bookmark: _GoBack]Zagreb, 12 September 2016 – For the 14th year in a row, Zagreb Film Festival is scheduled to take place at several venues across the city from 12 to 20 November 2016. Most of the film programme, as always, will be hosted by Europa and Tuškanac cinemas. In November, Zagreb will once more become the cinematic hub for nine days, featuring a selection of the most attractive and interesting short and feature film from the entire world.
From the very beginning ZFF has focused on debut filmmakers – the main competition is dedicated exclusively to the directors presenting their first or second film, while the national competition (Checkers) each year gathers and presents many new names on the Croatian film scene.
Hana Jušić, one of the filmmakers whose shorts screened several times in ZFF’s Checkers section and who won the Golden Pram in 2012 with her film Terrarium, is this year presenting her feature debut, Quit Staring at My Plate, in main competition. The young director’s film arrives at ZFF with a FEDEORA Award for best European film at the recent 73rd Venice Film Festival.
Apart from Croatian authors, whose life and work has been systematically followed, in the past few years a special accent has been placed on local co-productions with other European and world countries. Their participation in ZFF’s programmes will be given a special prominence at the 14th edition in the form of a separate presentation event before the festival. The competition, for instance, includes a successful joint venture between Georgia, Russia, Spain and Croatia, as well as the current Georgian Oscar candidate, House of Others by Russudan Glurjidze, a female director from Georgia. This semi-autobiographical drama, covering the psychological consequences of war, won a Grand Prix at the Karlovy Vary Film Festival (East Meets West programme) and was selected for the current Georgian Oscar candidate.
The festival section called Together Again, featuring films by the authors whose previous works were presented at earlier edition of ZFF and who, in a way, grew and matured together with Zagreb Film Festival, this year becomes a competition – the authors will be running for the Golden Bicycle award. The selection includes one Croatian co-production success – the latest film by Cristi Puiu, one of the most prominent Romanian New Wave filmmakers, a dead-pan comedy Sieranevada which premiered at Cannes Film Festival. ZFF has been following Puiu’s work since the very beginning – his short film Coffee and Cigarettes won the Golden Pram at the 2nd edition of ZFF and two years ago My First Film: Romania screened his outstanding debut Marfa si banii.
Apart from Puiu, ZFF’s silver screens will host, for the fourth time, Taika Waititi. Waititi’s latest film Hunt for the Wilderpeople, acclaimed by the audience at over seven global festivals, continues the series of twisted comedies (Eagle vs. Shark, Boy, What We Do in the Shadows) with a specific New Zealand humour. The protagonists of this hilarious and at the same time heart-warming comedy are an obese juvenile delinquent and his hysterical uncle who, due to a chain of random and mainly comical events, become police broadcast news and a target of the social services. Sam Neill, the acclaimed New Zealand actor known for his roles in Piano and Jurassic Park, stars as the boy’s uncle.
There will be no shortage of comedy and laughter in other official programmes as well; the Eastern European comedy selection will show the finest representatives of this genre to the choice of film historian Daniel Rafaelić, while documentaries will appear in the mockumentary section, curated in association with film critic Diana Nenadić.
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