
Great Irish Directors and Their Early Steps at 14th ZFF
Croatians going to Ireland, Ireland coming to Croatia
Every year My First Film section focuses on one European country and debut films by today acclaimed directors. For the 14th edition of Zagreb Film Festival (12 - 20 November), film critic Nenad Polimac has curated a programme of must-see pieces from the small but powerful world of Irish cinema. With My First Film: Ireland ZFF joins the series of events celebrating in 2016 the 100th birthday of Irish fight for independence.
“This year the best film Oscar run included two Irish titles, Brooklyin by John Crowley and Room by Lenny Abrahamson. Quite impressive, one might say, a strong cinema, but not everything is that simple: Irish directors and actors have better working conditions in London and Hollywood than in Dublin, and they use them extensively. Besides, some of the most famous Ireland-inspired films were made by Englishmen, Scotsmen and Americans (The Magdalene Sisters, Ryan’s Daughter, The Quiet Man), which makes the local colour all the more problematic. Despite that, we have gathered an impressive array of true Irish debut films, which next to Crowley’s Break and Abrahamson’s Adam & Paul includes Angel by the biggest Irish celebrity director Neil Jordan, Jim Sheridan’s My Left Foot, a double Oscar winner (Daniel Day-Lewis and Brenda Fricker) and the modernist crime comedy The Guard by John Michael McDonagh, the brother of the famous playwright and film director Martin McDonagh. A must-see line-up of films,” said the programme curator Nenad Polimac introducing the selection.
Neil Jordan made a name for himself as a director with a rich oeuvre, ranging from mainstream hits like Interview with a Vampire to a large number of intimate art films and low-budget sleepers like Crying Game. Lately he reached headlines as the driving force behind the TV series The Borgias. My First Film: Ireland features Joradn’s debut, the atmospheric noir Angel (1982), set in Northern Ireland in the conflicting 1980s. The story focuses on Danny, a saxophonist in a travelling band (played by Stephen Rea, who would later star in all Jordan’s films) who accidentally witnesses a brutal murder of his manager and a deaf-mute girl. Trying to trace the gang of masked murderers, Danny puts the relationship with his girlfriend at stake and becomes a killer himself.
My Left Foot is the debut film by the Irish director Jim Sheridan, whose name we link to In the Name of the Father, In America and the Prison Break series. Made in 1989 and based on a true story of Christi Brown (1932-1981), a cerebral palsy patient who was born in a poor family with over 20 children. The story and the incredible life energy of the artist who learned to write and paint using his left foot, the only part of his body he could control, was brilliantly portrayed by the then 32-year-old Irish actor Daniel Day-Lewis. The role of Christi earned him a BAFTA and the first of his three Oscars. The film was a huge box office success around the world and was nominated for an Oscar in the best film, best director and best adapted screenplay category. Apart from Day-Lewis, the Oscar went to supporting actress Brenda Fricker.
Lenny Abrahamson is today most famous as the director of last year’s film hit Room with Brie Larson, who took home an Oscar for this role, however, back in the time when he was still searching for calling in life after quitting a PhD course in theoretical physics and philosophy, he was a relatively unknown director of beer commercials. His feature debut Adam & Paul (2004), screening at ZFF, is a black comedy about two junkies roaming the streets of Dublin in search of heroin. The film begins with the two of them waking up in the middle of a field, in a delirium, one stuck to a mattress. The chain of their ‘famous’ adventures includes a senseless quarrel with a homeless man and mugging two teenagers with Down syndrome.
My First Film: Ireland is brought to you in association with the Irish Embassy and Irish Film Board.
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Angel
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z0RSD0mWIVI
My Left Foot

http://www.miramax.com/watch?v=VsdDZvYTrgrBodwLnmfv77wF8R5Kv6dJ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5GVg1MYNug
Adam & Paul

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F0Ja6k12Zzc
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